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Abstract

Research entitled “the Predictions of the Lord Buddha: Essence and
succession aims at studied Buddhist literatures appeared in the South in the
following topics: duty and role, it’s essences as appeared in the literature, and
succession of the literature. The studies methods start with explored data of the
predictions of the Lord Buddha’ s that appeared in the South of Thailand and
Malaysian’s villages with Thai lineage in Kedah of Malaysia. Then studies these data
in 3 main topics with these methods: document research, and in-depth interview.
The analytic result of the research presents in descriptive analysis.

There are 14 copies of the literature studied in this research with 3 main
substances: 1) the predictions of the Lord Buddha about dream and oneiromancy of
king Pasendikosala, 2) the predictions of the Lord Buddha as appeared in local
literature in the South; the 5 Gods, and 3) the predictions of the Lord Buddh from
stone inscription of India.

The predictions of the Lord Buddha has its role and duty as teaching, life
coaching, and inspiration of faith in Buddhism. In education, it related to art and to
console people. Each literature has different substances depended on the author. In
teaching, it coaches us how to live and implant faith in Buddhism, and there
appeared many Buddhist doctrines such as Impermanent, Kamma, the tenfold way
of good action, the tenfold code of the king, Aparihaniyadhamma, Tolerance, Loving
kindness, and so on. Moreover, it also gives the live conduct i.e, doing good action,
listen to the religion’s teaching, obey the words of the elder, and so on.

The connection with art has 2 roles i.e., as literature and painting. Literature
role, it has both prose and poem with beautifully compose. It also give inspiration in
thought and sensation with suitable words, arrangement and poetic rhetoric. In
painting, there are painters painted the 16 predictions in painting, illustration, and
painting in the cremation crematory for the monks. In consolation, it gives hope or
solution in social changing condition which caused crisis by pointing people to have

right understanding in the Law of Kamma, doing both study and practice Dhamma,
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abstaining from doing all bad actions, keep the 5 precepts, these would lead to the
happiness life and would be reborn in the next Buddha’ s world.

The essence of the predictions of the Lord Buddha are: believe and faith in
Buddhism, living together in society must have law of conduct, society changing
condition pay important role in the decline of Buddhism. However, there are less
mentioned about the prediction of decline of Buddhsim, the believe in the next
Buddha, ethic, and local wisdom. The predictions of the Lord Buddha each copy
predicts differently, which may be assume as follows: there are 2 levels in belief and
faith in Buddhism i.e., understanding Buddhism as law of Kamma and impermanence,
but could not understand the core teaching of Buddhism since the faith was without
wisdom. Living together in society should have law of conduct that stress on social
value, ideal, moral and social practical standard.

The social changing conditions that cause decline of Buddhism stress on the
changing of the King, citizen, judge, monk, and so on. Moreover, the immoral actions,
leading life without using Buddhist teaching cause decline of society. In addition, the
predictions of the Lord Buddha also mentioned the decline of Buddhism starts with
the lost of Bhikkhuni, the lost of Aranthood, the lost of the Tripitaka, the lost of
religion activities in the temple, the lost of monkhood, the lost of monk, the lost of
the relics of the Lord Buddha. These 7 lost would appear when Buddhism enter
5,000 B.E., then follow with the next Buddha era. This era is the era that rewarded
those who behave morally. There also mentions the essence of moral with 2 levels:
householder, and monk stressed on loving-kindness, gratefulness, sacrifice,
responsibility, faithfulness, justice, and so on. The essence of the book on local
wisdom stresses on the relationship between elder wisdom and new wisdom. The
authors brought stories from many sources and then created new stories that
connected new factors, expanded its essence critically, and dissuade for the benefit
of the society and preserve the cultures.

Moreover, the succession of the prediction of the Lord Buddha also appeared
that it was succeed through the preservation of the manuscript, copy of the
manuscript continually, chanting the book, story telling, chanting. These methods

preserve the book before the publishing time for both studying and past on the
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stories as well. However, story telling and story chanting still do these days but
limited to some group. The creation of new story, publishing, and painting continue
widely after printing has been widespread in the South. At the present, printing takes

an important role in succession of the book.
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