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“Economic Overview of China’s 17 Provinces”

Abstract

The People’s Republic of China is a large country, divided into many provinces,
municipalities and autonomous regions, each of which is huge both in terms of area and
population. In addition, each region/province is rather different in terms of location,
economy, infrastructure, government policies, education level, and etc. Importantly, due to
China’s decentralization in ‘administration, each provincial government has certain
independent administrative power. Accordingly, some problems of local protectionism
occur, for example, some imposing trade barriers on products produced in other
regions/provinces.

This research presents a study and survey of seventeen provinces, as follows:
Hebei, Shanxi, Inner Mongolia, Jilin, Heilongjiang, Jiangsu, AnHui, Jiangxi, Shandong,
Henan, Hubei, Hunan, Tibet, Kansu, Qinghai, Ningxia and Xingjiang. The scopes of study
are focused on the followings: geographical background, political administration. and
government policy, economic size and gross domestic product, people’s livelihood,
agriculture, industry, tourism, foreign investment, domestic trade, foreign trade, and major
cities and development zones thereof.

A study finding reveals that some western provinces have great potential for
further cooperation with Thailand, as compared to those coastal provinces which have

intensively developed and tied their economic cooperation with most industrial countﬁes.




