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Abstract

This study was conducted as a Participatory Action Research (PAR) that focused on its
implementation that would determine whether local culture or traditional media can be revived or not, and
if not, why and if so, how it can be revived. The need was to pinpoint and indicate whether local culture or
traditional media can still be developed or modified and applied using three sets of concepts and
theories that served as implementation guidelines. These 3 sets of theories and concepts consisted of 1)
the set of theories used to build up understanding of the roles and functions of traditional media from the
past to the present, the content and meaning of the traditional media and the factors that caused these
changes, through the use of the theory of functionalism; 2) the set of theories used to analyze various
ceremonies and forum meetings consisting of the theory of consciousness, media concept of a public
area: Habermas vision and concept of social changes by considering secular vs. sacred criterion; and 3)
the set of theories used to identify development guidelines in reviving traditional media to build up or
assist in the strengthening of the community through the theory on reproduction.

Amidst the social problems that exist today particularly those affecting children and youth,
whether drug addiction, gambling, inflicting physical injury, sex, etc., many people realized that in the
past, solving extreme problems was like solving the main cause of the problem referred to as “the
beginning of cultural deterioration”.

Based on the review of various academic papers, it was shown that past researches that dealt
with issues of local culture or traditional media were mostly studies along the lines of the search for
knowledge and thus, obtained almost similar responses. The ensuing question should then consider what
to do next after obtaining knowledge and how education or knowledge attained from learning could be
linked to practices that would help solve social problems. These things have not yet occurred, thus most

people were found to focus on local culture or traditional media only as “a visible form or component”.

In this research, two main issues were encountered. The first issue referred to the
“culture” which most people viewed only as “a visible form or component” without any
knowledge or understanding of its “value or content or meaning”, thus not allowing the focus
towards local culture or traditional media. This phenomenon can be observed in a high
number of people (from a contrasting groups of highly and lowly educated people) who are
still looking down on the beliefs of some groups that were seemed to be outdated,

speculative, etc.

The second issue considered the ability of the local culture or traditional media to be revived.
This entailed 1) the need for the implementation to emphasize on the process of building up the
confidence for the owner of the local culture; 2) the use of principle on “cultural rights of the culture

owner” which allowed the culture owner to become the decision maker on what to revive and how: and 3)



during the revival, there should be “complete mechanism of revival” which meant that the part of “the
form” and the part of “the value or content or meaning” of local culture or traditional media must be

revived with conditions for the community by the community and of the community.



