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ABSTRACT

This thesis 1s an ethnographic study of female bar workers as human being and
actors under the context of sexual trading where most clients are foreigners. In order to
understand these female beer bar sex workers in the modes of thinking, expression,
relationship manipulating with their clients, the researcher has adopted theory of “the
agency of prostitution” and “the art of impression management” into this thesis.

The study has found out that the presentation of self among female beer bar sex
workers have been divided into 3 stages, dynamic and varying according to experiences
In establishing relationship with their clients.

First is a stage for those who start to work in beer bar. They need to construct
new image for nighttime working, i.e. dressing, manner as well as adapting perspective
towards sex trading. In this stage. women would be "passive” due to limitation basic
skills especially clients assessment and usage of foreign language. Female beer bar
workers have taken femininity in the characteristic of caregiver for coping with their work.

Second i1s a stage of woman having worked for a period of time and practiced
more skills in manipulating with the clients especially lanuage and ability to assess their
chents financially. During this stage. women have constructed two new kinds of selves.

The first one is beer bar sex workers who have tried to negotiate with the clients by



setting up her own regulations and aiming toward the highest possible financial gain.
Meanwhile there is another self who highly portrays affection and emotional involvement
with some clients. Hoping that the expression of this kind of self would attract some
clients to commit to her long-term security.

The last stage included women who used to spend couple life with a man,
changing status from client to boyfriend or husband. The mpression is divided into two
kinds according to conditions of relationship. The former 1Is woman who 1s dependent on
the foreign men; the latter is woman who depends on her own. Besides, it has found that
the second kind of image i1s due to woman and her foreign man could not develop their
relationship. Most women have returned to the circle of sexual service and present
herself as emotional laborer, meanwhile struggled to invest in other kind of business as
well.

For beer bar sex workers, having interaction with foreign clients in the context of
prostitution 1s a passage of thought toward the femininity particularly in term of sexuality
and the role of wife. Women have reviewed negative experience relating to Thar man in
the context of family but they still hope to be the wife. Consequently, they have new
aspiration on foreign men. When their marned life faill again, women learned to construct
their new value in sexuality by using their femininity as a tool to survive as well as learned

not to tie herself to any men.



