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. Internet is a phenomenon which has been attracting people throughout the world, thankg
to its unic]que characteristics when compared with other communication channels. With numerous
existing arl?d potential applications, it has turned around the ways people interact, disseminate ideas,
do busine%ses. conduct researches and monitor the world.
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{ Thailand is just one of the countries where people have woken up to see that the world
is never th:le same. In accordance with the Critical théory, this study was conducted to find out the
developmént of Internet usage in Thailand and how this Global Village technology of Internet can

affect the istructure of Thal society.
|
! This research focused on social structural factors and attitudes of Thais - how they have
facilitated lbr hindered the growth of Internet in the country. The study also was intended to gather]
experts OdZinions on the future trend and safeguards against potential problems.
i

{ The study found that economy is a major contributing factor to the growth of internet in
|

Thailand, ¢ue to the need to stay or become competitive lecally and internationally. Social and cultural

! .
factors ha}re only hayfire effects on development of Internet in Thailand.

| Meanwhile, politics has been the biggest obstacle to the Intemet growth despite the fact
it can pla)i the most direct and influential role in the evolution of the technology in Thailand. Other
obstacles ‘nclude the relatively high service fees, education, and communication infrastructure. Com-

bining all {‘hese, the Internet-influenced social trend in the next five to 10 years is not that ciear.

However, experts commented that with good education, cheap service fees, improved

communiciations infrastructure and improved Thai mentality, a good social trend can take place along

“with good |:growlh of the Internet.
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