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Abstract
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This research aims (1) to analyze and determine irrigation fee both in theory
and practice by type of water users; (2) to study the methodology and pattern in
irrigation fee collection under the principal law; (3) to formulate a regulation to manage
fund being collected from the irrigation water users; and (4) to make a comparative
study of research and experience in water fee collection of other countries.

There are 12 irrigation projects that were purposively selected based on the
geographical distribution. Field survey of 792 farm household samples and 63 non-
agriculture users. The primary data also include the in dept interviewing of irrigation
administrators. Secondary data were collected from the irrigation projects on the
research site, and the Royal Irrigation Department. Data were analyzed by taken into
account three frameworks: the engineering, the law and the economic aspects.

The results of the study show that the Royal Irrigation Act 2485 B.E. can be
used as a legal standard in collecting irrigation fee. But the fee collection has been
implemented only for non- agricultural irrigation water users. Most of the water users
are willing to pay the irrigation fee under their ability to afford. The interviewed
administrators support the idea in irrigation fee collection. The fee should cover the
operating and the maintenance costs of the irrigation system.

If the government accept the policy in sustainable water resource development
the irrigation water charge mahagemant is a tool that would guarantee the implication
of the policy. Since it -creates the participation of the private and the public in water
resource management and a source of government revenue.

Keywords : Irrigation fee, Irrigation project, O&M costs of irrigatio'ﬁ system,

Royal Irrigation Act.



