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Abstract

What is the right place for the agriculture in the economy of Thailand? This

critical issue was adressed through the detailed study of the Thung Look Nok area, in the
West of the Central Plain. An historical view of the agriculture shows that the past self-
sufficient system was turned into a modern system mostly devoted to exportation of
agricultural products. After a period of sugar canne domination, a great diversification is
observed in the study area, with the appearance of baby corn and cows.
This area may be kept for agriculture, or dedicated to urbanisation and industrialisation
in the next years. This situation is a good example of the main challenge for the country
in the future : to gain an harmonious and efficient development of both agriculture and
industry.

Our detailed investigation of the Thung Look Nok area led us to realize that a
diversified and versatile agriculture-mainly relying on middle-size familial farm units-
would constitute the only reasonable and sustainable approach : such an agricultural
system should ensure the food independence of the country and enable a large part of the
population to live from agricultural activities.
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