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Abstract

The research aimed at studying the economic history of village
communities in the northern part of Thailand during the transitional period of the
traditional societies to modern capitalist societies under the political system of a nation
state. This period started with the northern provincial reform of King Chulalongkorn in
the year 1899 which could be considered a very important political event, leading to
both the economic and social changes. The research found that political changes and
the government’s policies were significant factors causing economic, social and cultural
changes in the village communities; at the same time, the community culture slowed
down the speed of changes and modified the changes.

| divided my research into four chapters. The first chapter describes the
geographical features and historical background which established the mode of
production of the people in the North. Chapter two studies the village economy after the
Bangkok centralization in 1899-1961 when the central government initiated the First
National Economic Plan. During this period, despite more foreign investment in the
major cities, there were few changes for the people. Lack of transportation obstructed
the state's interference in the village communities. However, the local oligarchy and
foreign capitalists started to acquire cultivated land which had been the major factor of
production in the rural areas, causing a shortage of land and a chronic land problem.
During this period villagers still practiced agriculture and food gathering from the forest.
Chapter three deeply studies the effects of the National Economic and Social Plans on
the village communities which led to the state interference from 1961-1981. Self
sufficient economies were changed to commercialization. State power and foreign

capital gradually intruded into the economies of the village communities.



Simultaneously, the struggle for natural resources namely land, water and forest became
more serious and stirred up conflicts among people. During 1960-1970 there was a
political struggle to solve the agrarian problems in Thailand. The government paid more
attention to the rural areas in order to prevent the expansion of communism. There were
many infra-structure constructions to link the urban and rural areas. Many development
plans were launched to respond to the communist movements and to open the village
communities to capitalism and to market economy. The final chapter aims at studying
the drastic changes of the economies of the village community towards
commercialization and industrialization, as well as the growth of the service industries.
These changes however did not always lead to a sustainable good quality of life.
Capitalism reduced villagers to become firstly landless farmers and finally wage earners
in industrial factories, hotels and restaurants. Absentee landlords, living in cities and in
other provinces took over cultivated lands, changing them to resorts and housing
development projects. Thus affected the rural agricultural production. Villagers had to
change their careers and found life very unsecure. Nowadays, villagers turn to
communal culture to prevent or solve their problems. They started cooperation within
and between the villages. They strongly claim rights to manage their communal natural
resources which they traditionally call them “Khong Na Mu” and they are trying very
hard to revive the self sufficient economy.

This research shows that within a century after the Bangkok
centralization in the North, the state has gradually interfered with the village communities
absorbing economic interest and receiving income from them. National economic
policy was superimposed upon the economies of the village communities, and this has
led the people away from their traditional sustainable and stable production towards a e
capitalistic one which relies very much on outside markets. People can no longer stand
on their own feet. However the strong communal cultures and kin connections are still
able to support the villagers when they face economic and social problems. Finally, we
can not deny that the village community economies in the North have already embraced

modern capitalism, and can not return to self sufficiency.
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