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Abstract
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The main objectives of this research project are to determine the actual seismic capacity of
typical reinforced concrete (RC) buildings in Bangkok, most of which were designed and
constructed without any consideration on seismic loading, and to find practical and effective
ways to increase the capacity to an acceptable level. The research works are divided into two
main parts: (1) seismic performance of critical RC components and (2) seismic capacity of the
whole building structures. In the first part, seven RC column specimens, four beam-column
subassemblages, and one post-tensioned flat slab-column connection were tested under quasi-
static cyclic loading to study their seismic behaviour. These specimens are scaled down
models of critical RC components of typical buildings in Bangkok. Their structural
parameters, reinforcement details, and construction method were made similar to those of the
actual structures. The test results show that most specimens failed in undesirable brittle
modes. The columns, for example, failed either in shear due to insufficient lateral
reinforcement or by bond failure in the lap splice region at the column base. It was also
demonstrated that these undesirable failure modes can be prevented and thus improving the
seismic performance by adding a sufficient amount of lateral reinforcement and avoiding the
lap splice in the column base region. For the cases of beam-column subassemblages, the
diagonal shear failure was found to occur at the beam-column joint in most cases, except in
the case where the column is relatively large (due to large tributary area). Such failure may
lead to a significant degradation in the lateral strength of RC frame structures under seismic
loading. An effective way to prevent the joint failure was proposed. For the case of slab-
column connection, a dangerous punching shear failure was suddenly developed after the test
specimen has been subjected to a moderate level of cyclic displacement (about 2% drift ratio).
Parallel to the cyclic loading tests, detailed computer models of several test specimens were
developed using the finite element method with nonlinear constitutive material models. The
computer predictions were found to agree reasonably well with the test results, thus
confirming the reliability of the computer method.

In the second part of this research works, the seismic capacity of the whole building structures
was determined by a nonlinear pushover analysis procedure following the guidelines of the
ATC-40 and FEMA-273 documents. Six existing buildings were selected to represent typical
RC buildings in Bangkok. They are 5- and 9-story beam-column frame (BCF) buildings, two
20-story BCF buildings with shear walls, 9-story slab-column frame (SCF) building and 30-
story SCF building with shear walls. Their nonlinear finite-element models were carefully
developed from as-built structural and architectural drawings. The modeling accounts for the
overstrength of reinforcement steel, the reduced stiffness of cracked concrete sections, the P-
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delta effect, the initial gravity loads, the masonry infill walls, the foundation flexibility, and
the limited plastic deformation capacity of various RC members with different reinforcement
details. With these realistic FE models, pushover analyses were carried out, and the results
were presented in terms of capacity curves. The building’s seismic performance was then
evaluated by comparing its capacity curve with the seismic demand diagram of predicted
earthquake ground motions in Bangkok for return periods from 50 to 2500 years. The results
show that the lateral strength of BCF buildings varies from about 12% to 24% of the total
weight, while the lateral strength of SCF buildings is relatively lower, varying from about 6%
to 9%. In tall buildings of 20 to 30 stories high, the lateral strength is dominated by that of
shear walls. This is also true for the case of 9-story SCF building. The inelastic
deformation capacity of buildings is found to be very sensitive to reinforcement detailing. If
a medium-rise building had good seismic detailing (which is unlikely for those in Bangkok),
it could develop a moderately ductile behaviour, which is sufficient to survive the maximum
credible earthquake (MCE). However, with typical non-seismic detailing, particularly in the
beam-column connections, the deformation capacity could be greatly reduced to an
unacceptable level. These results hence confirm the need for proper seismic detailing. The
capacity-demand diagrams also show that tall buildings generally have much higher elastic
deformation capacity than the maximum elastic deformation demand, which implies that they
could be safe against the MCE. However, since the effects of higher vibration modes were
not taken into account in this study, and the effects could be significant for tall buildings, a
further investigation is required before any conclusion can be reached. Many measures to
improve the seismic performance of buildings were also investigated. Among these, seismic
detailing of some critical members and adding shear walls have been found to be very
effective measures.

Keywords: Cyclic Loading Test, Reinforce Concrete Members, Seismic Capacity, Pushover
Analysis, Beam-Column Frame, Slab-Column Frame, Bangkok



