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Abstract

This study is a research survey concerning the curriculum, teachers and cultural context
of teaching foreign languages in kindergarten and elementary schools in the northern region
of Thailand. The study participants consisted of 236 people including 17 kindergarten principals,
24 elementary principals, 80 kindergarten teachers and 115 elementary teachers in 17 provinces
in the northern region. The research instrument used in this study consisted of a questionnaire
for the school principals and teachers. The statistics used to analyze the data included frequency
and percentage by SPSS for Windows version.

At the kindergarten level, the researchers found many problems. One significant problem
is the lack of learning resources. Additionally, the teacher-to-student ratio is very high and
the teacher workloads are demanding partly due to jobs other than teaching . The students do not
have any chance to orally practice their English skills. Another problem concerns the lack
of training in that most teachcrs did not graduate from an English language program.
The researchers also determined that the students are reluctant to speak and participate
in classroom activities. At this educational level, it was found that English was taught as
a forcign language about 81.81% and other dialccts were taught about 13.63% of the time.
The teachers chose their own textbooks 45.00% of the time, while school administrators chose
the textbooks 37.50% of the time, and students were given an opportunity to select topics or
contents 28.80% of the time. Some recommendations made by teachers for improvement include
better selection of textbooks, teaching aids, supplemental activitics for practicing English, and

teaching methodology.



At the elementary level, most of the problems identified by the researchers concern the
selection of qualified foreign language teachers. The teachers teaching foreign languages did not
graduate from a foreign language program. Classes are large and there are not enough teachers
and the workloads are very high. The students do not have enough opportunities to practice
foreign languages outside the classroom and classrooms lack learning resources. Additionally,
the researchers found the students are reluctant to speak and participate in classroom activities.
At this educational level, it was found that English was taught as a foreign language 94.80% and
Chinese was taught 5.20% of the time. The school administrators chose the textbooks 52.2%
of the time, the teachers chose their own textbooks 43.5 % of the time, while and students were
given an opportunity to select topics or contents 4.3% of the time. The frequency of learning
activities are as follows: most teachers allowed the students to practice realistic activities
the majority of time, teachers then lectured and finally teachers allowed the students do small
projects and self-access learning outside the classroom. Some recommendations made by teachers
for improvement include training in modern teaching techniques, improvement in tcaching aids

and supplemental activities for practicing English.





