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Title Profile and Usage of Foreign Language Education in Vocational Education Institutes of
Southern Thailand

Author Mr.Sudjai Chumnummanee

Abstract

This research was conducted to examine the conditions and difficulties in educating foreign
language in the Southern vocational education institutes as well as the requirements and levels of the
Southern vocational education students’ foreign language usage. The 70 samples were administrators,
foreign language instructors and students of the Southern vocational education institutes 1-5.

The instruments included 3 questionnaires, the data of which were analyzed with the modes of percentile
and frequency arrangement.

The research results were descriptively presented as follows:

1. Focusing on the administrators, the major language employed in teaching was English, which
allowed the students of all levels to attend. The average amount of students per class was 38.57. Every
institute supported its foreign language education by providing libraries, language labs, computers and self-
access-learning center as well as encouraging the instructors to participate in domestic workshops and
seminars. However, the instructors’ troubles, consisting of different job responsibilities, lack of students’
class participation and quite a number of students in class, existed. The suggestion was to hire native
speakers and improve curriculums to pay particular attention on daily communication.

2. For the foreign language instructors, those teaching English were good at teaching reading
most, while speaking was employed most often. Listening and speaking were considered crucial for
studying English and both skills required the most improvement. The principal difficulty of the instructors
was extra job responsibilities as well as the amount of the students and the training period. In relation to
Chinese instructors, with no additional job responsibilities, they had high ability in speaking and gave the
greatest importance to this skill, which required the absolute improvement. The instructors themselves
encountered the lack of opportunity to make progress in Chinese proficiency.

3. Concerning the students, those who study English possessed high level in English preference
and reading skill, while listening and speaking needed improvement. The students put much of their
interest in listening to the music and wished to work for a company where English was used. The problems
found most was the lack of time and continuation in practice. The students studying Chinese liked the
language and had high level in reading skill, while the skill to be improved was listening. Their instructors’
personality and the loss of opportunity to employ Chinese in daily activities were the vital student’s
problems. The students studying Japanese liked the language they chose and had advanced ability in
speaking. Most of them wanted to be employed by Japanese-spoken workplaces. Their major problem,

however, was their instructors’ teaching method or activity organization.





