Abstract

The objectives of this research paper are to trace the root of
problems of Abu Sayyaf, geographical and psychological factors that
affect the violence in Mindanao. Major events regaring behavior of Abu
Sayyaf and problems of internal security of the country are also explored.
The role of the US to help the Philippines in confronting Abu Sayyaf by
offering of training and logistic support are also mentioned.

The root of problems of Abu Sayyaf started from Spanish colonizer
up to American colonizer. Both colonizers ignored the development in
mindanao but tried to migrate the christain people to the south for their
own sake. Because of underdevelopment in some areas of Mindanao
(Maguindanao, Lanao del Sur, Tawi-Tawi, Sulu, Marawi and Jolo), the
two separatist groups (MNLF, MILF) gave birth and strong demand to
the Marcos government. Problems had been solved but not meet the need
of people there. This is because of the geographical and psychological
factors that created the development since Marcos government up to
Arroyo government. Anyway, government now allows 5 provinces and 1
city to be the Autonomous Regions of Muslim Mindanao under
government control in some matters. But the problem since 1980 is the
extremist groups called abu Sayyaf or the Berer of Sword who are
relatives of MNLF. This group wants to separate the whole of Mindanao
Island to be independence and they act furious behavior, such as
kidnapping people for ransom, head hunting, especially the christain
people. The Philippine government called this group as the terrorist group
because of their behaviors. Anyway the American assistance to the
Philippines both fund and military help calm down the behavior.

The suggestion of this research are — the government should
prepare all the time in dealing with this group and seek help from MNLF
.and OIC to negotiate with them together with bringing development and
model of peace education to the ARMM region.
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