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Teaching a Listening and Speaking Intensive Course for Less-able Students

at a University Level
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Abstract

This research study was an attempt to teach listening and speaking skills to
students with low English proficiency for 60 hours in three weeks.

Twenty-eight subjects were randomly selected from Thammasat University
first year less-able students, whose English entrance exam scores in the year 2005
ranged from O to 42.

The data were collected and analyzed quantitatively and qualitatively from the
following sources: the pretest posttest results of the listening and speaking tests, the
pre-post questionnaires involving the students’ readiness, interest and confidence in
learning and using English before and after attending the course, the classroom
observation, the students’ reflection, and the course evaluation.

The study found that (1) the average results of the pretest and posttest scores
and the students’ readiness, interests, and confidence in learning and using English
increased at the level of 0.001 (2) at the end of the course, twelve students showed
their speaking ability at the level of 0 and 1 and sixteen students were rated as 1+ and 2
performers (3) the classroom observation summary showed a good rapport between the
teachers and the students, who actively and joyfully participated in class activities (4)
the analysis of the students’ self-reflection corresponded with the questionnaire results
concerning their cognitive, affective and behavioural positive changes and (5) the
students accepted that the time allocation, the content and activities, the teaching
methodology and the teachers were satisfactory.
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