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Abstract

At ASEAN’s Ninth Summit held in Bali in October 2003, the Association declared its intentions to
deepen its integration by creating a community based on three different yet complementary pillars: ASEAN
Political-Security Community, ASEAN Economic Community, and ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community. It
was agreed that the ASEAN member state would deepen their integration through forming a tighter
community as well as by creating a regional identity. A regional identity is not only key to social and cultural
integration but also crucial to forming unity within our region. Agreeing with Karl Deutsch that ‘interaction’
amongst the peoples gradually leads to the creation of a ‘we feeling’; this study explores the processes
including exchange and educational programs that encourage the formation of the ASEAN Community
especially amongst Thai university students. Based on quantitative data collection and interviews, the study
examines how these processes have had an affect on 1) the level of knowledge that students possess of
ASEAN 2) attitudes towards ASEAN and 3) aspiration towards ASEAN and ASEAN Community. The study
will reveal the opportunities and challenges that we will potentially face in becoming a part of the ASEAN
Community in 2015 which in turn will hopefully contribute to policy making at the university and at the

national levels to repond to these challenges.
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