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Abstract
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Investigators Dr. Sujira Hapol E mail address : sujirakl4@gmail.com
Dr. Porntada Suvattanavanich E mail address : porntad@swu.ac.th
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Project Duration 15" June 2012 - 14" September 2013

This research aimed to find traces of native folktales in 13 districts of
Lampang province in order to search for their particular identity for gathering into a
collection of local body of knowledge, and therefore to build up their highlights of
identity to be a point of interest to tourists. This would result in the local community
sustainability. The scopes of the study were two methods: The first method was on
quantitative research of which the first step was a survey, interviews and seminars,
and brainstorming of which the processes were planned with the first project, titled
"the Co-creation of Tourism Management for Sustainable Development of Lampang
Identity” as 1) a study of satisfaction, behavior, and factors to influence the decision
in choosing natural and cultural tourist places by interviewing 404 local and foreign
tourists who traveled to Chiang Mai and Lampang; 2) semi-structured interviews
about the visions of 20 Lampang key-persons and associated networks involved in
the management of tourism in Lampang to designate potential tourist sites and
cultural activities to enhance their sustainable values in Lampang tourism. The
elements and factors in the management of creative participation of all sectors of
stakeholders were able to take a pride in its local communities and also satisfy
nature-and culture-oriented tourists in Lampang; and 3) a seminar, "Community
Identity and Management to Promote Tourism in Lampang,” which brainstormed

various ideas of community leaders on the tourism potentiality of Lampang, such as



networking parties involved in tourism management, leading educational institutions,
and tourism operators in total number of 210 people, covering 13 districts in
Lampang. The second step was to interview five population samples selected from a
group of folk wisdoms out of the 13 districts, which were local leaders, teachers,
monks and scholars. The final step was a community forum formed up in four
districts to confirm the accuracy of the screened four folktales. The second method
was mainly based on qualitative research which included a study of theory and
related research to analyze and synthesize into a theoretical framework, such
theories as folklore theory; social identity theory; folklore with a long history of local
identities; and folk tales, legends, fables and stories associated with the history of the
province. The results of the quantitative and qualitative research were able to find
out the identity of the province, linked to the identity of the city, sanctuary symbol
of the province. The total number of collected local stories was 81 from 13 districts
with a quantitative finding that screened a key story of selected four districts on the
four main groups of R3a logistics route, accordingly. Group 1 route on Chiang Mai —
Lampang, covering the area of Hang Chat district, Khoh Kha, and Mae-Tha districts, of
which the screened story was Wat Phra That Lampang Luang. Group 2 route on the
Lampang — Bangkok, covering the area of Sop Prap, Thoen, Serm Ngam, and Mae Prik
districts, of which the screened story was Wat Phra That Wiang, Wat Um-long, and
Wat Doi Patan - a tri-Buddhist temple. Group 3 route on Lampang - Chiang Rai (Wiang
Pa Pao), covering the area of Chae Hom, Mueang Pan, Wang Nuea districts, of which
the screened story was Wat Ak-kho Chai Khiri. Group 4 route on Lampang — Phayao,
covering the area of Mueng, Mae Moh, Ngao districts, of which the screened story
was Wat Phra Maun Sai Naun. The four stories were linked between the identity of
city history and Chamadevi Wong tales which were ancient background, city
background, and ancestor background; in relevant to the dharma background, the
story contents were linked to Buddhist legends; involved in cultural and wisdom
background, those parts were associated to a realm of cultures, traditions, and
customs. These elements were the most parts of components to build up a

remarkable point of interests in the province tourist places to attract travelers on the
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logistics R3a route, thereby resulting in an increase of the province’s tourist volume

to sustainably raise income in the community.
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