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Abstract

Study on Potential of Using Solar Powered Catamaran for Coral Reef
Tourismproject is part of the “Study on Using Solar Powered Catamaran for Coral Reef
Tourism” programme. This project is aim to investigate the attitude of related sectors in
marine tourism in KohMak and Mu Koh Chang National Park, Trat province toward
replacing their conventional boats to Solar boats. If they would like to change, what is
the properties of the boat they want? The study showed that all the relevant sectors
and want to use solar boat because the solar boat is an environmental friendly boat
which pollute less like fuel powered boat and may save their operation cost in long
term. However, since the solar boat is a new thing to Thailand and to them and also has
limitation, each sector chose to use the solar boat with certain conditions. Tourist are
the group which is less condition to use the solar boat and still preferred the solar boat
even they have to pay more cost. Tourist operator group want to use a small solar boat
since the boat has less investment cost and easier to maintain. The national park and
National Park Rescue Coordination Center want a bigger boat which gives them more
area for long operation in the sea without additional cost of fuel. The study also shown
that the solar boat is worth for investment since the boat can give more profit than the
same size for conventional boat. In addition, the project also developed 6 tourist routes

which fit the performance of the solar boat as well.



