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Abstract

Head of Project Pimlapas Pongsakornrungsilp, Ph.D.
Email kpimlapa@wu.ac.th
Duration 16 July 2013 — 14 October 2014

The study aimed to explore problems, threats and guidelines for developing
tourism industry with the participation of local community and entrepreneur in Lanta
islands, Krabi province, developing environmental management plan and utilization
zoning, and determining physical carrying capacity of Lanta islands, Krabi province. The
populations of this study were 1) tourists, both Thais and Foreigners who were travelling
to Lanta islands, Krabi province. Researchers employed the convenience sampling to
collect data from 400 tourists. Thai, and English questionnaires were used in this study;,
2) 87 tourism businesses in Lanta islands, Krabi province were collected through
purposive sampling; and 3) 385 members of local communities in tourism destinations
were collected data. Moreover, qualitative methods were also used to collect data
through focus group, interviews, and participated observation.

The results demonstrate that tourism industry in Lanta islands, Krabi were facing
the problems and threats in regarding to environment and tourism resources; i.e.
problems related to tourism accommodation, food and beverage, and the development
of tourism facilities during tourists’ travelling; tourism marketing and tourist behavior;
tourism policy and management; and tourism impacts toward local community. The
guidelines of tourism industry development with the participation of local community
were the faith of Krabi Agreement which all stakeholders in Krabi had collaborated to
develop; developing human capital in tourism industry; integrated waste management;
traffic  management in Lanta islands; law enforcement; the development of
infrastructures which were necessity in famous tourism destination; and developing
tourism identity of Lanta islands related to the development of tourism image, tourism
interpretation and souvenir of Lanta islands.

The results are benefit to environment management plan and zoning utilization
area in conform with behavior of beneficiary and local community, including developing

physical carrying capacity of Lanta islands, Krabi province.
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