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Abstract

This research aims to study the plans of the tourism development and
management with the participation of government, public, and local administrative
agencies surrounding Wiang Nong Lom wetland. It is an applied research combining with
Qualitative and Participatory Action researches. The methodologies are creative planning
processes with a focus group and the strategic tourism management meeting with
related tourism groups in Wiang Nong Lom wetland.

The study found that the tourism resources in Wiang Nong Lom wetlands has
correlated with a capital base of biodiversity, especially bird habitat, migratory birds, and

over 70 kinds of rare bird. There is biodiversity and fisheries economics, and the largest



buffalo farm of Chiang Rai and the North. There has been more than 77 archaeological
sites discover scattered over an area of Wiang Nong Lom, and historic settlements of five
ethnic groups living together for a long time. It could manage tourism resources into
three parts: 1) Tourism resources that could be organized for urgent tourism activities
such as the local museum at Wiang Nong Lom, Doi Ku Kaew temple, Pa Mak Nor temple,
Maen Puth temple, and Ban Huay Nam Rak buffalo farm, including the skills and
knowledge of local residents, local food, and performances by youth groups. 2) Tourism
resources that should be improved before doing the tourism management such as the
bird-watching and Buffalo training camp activities in Huay Nam Rak. 3) Tourism resources
that need to revive or develop before doing the tourism management such as trail
development of biodiversity and ‘Kon Muang Nong’ livelihoods, Pa Sak Luang village,
conservation areas, Pa Mak Nor temple and Ban Mae Loa fish farm, and especially the
tourism activities that are linked between Wiang Nong Lom wetland and King Romans
and Bor Kaew district at Lao PDR.

To conclude: planning for sustainable community tourism management to
support the integration of the ASEAN is needed to let people in the area participate in
the planning of tourism resources management in order to set guidelines for tourism
activities with coordination with local governments and tourism enterprises and to push
the office of Natural Resources and Environment, which is the main agency in charge of
wetlands, to be involved in determining the direction of the wetlands and tourism

development to achieve maximum sustainability.
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