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Abstract

The research objectives of preparation of tourism management for nominating
Wat Phramahathat Voramahaviharn, Nakon Si Thammarat province, Thailand as a World
Heritage Site were 1) to develop cultural Interpretation plan for tourism to nominate
Wat Phramahathat Voramahaviharn, Nakon Si Thammarat province, Thailand as a World
Heritage Site 2) to develop strategic planning for capacity building in tourism
management network to nominate Wat Phramahathat Voramahaviharn, Nakon Si
Thammarat province, Thailand as a World Heritage Site 3) to study the stakeholders
opinions about the tourism impact toward nominating Wat Phramahathat
Voramahaviharn, Nakon Si Thammarat province, Thailand as a World Heritage Site and 4)
to produce the handbook about tourism management preparation for upcoming World
Heritage site. The research results revealed into 4 main points as following:

1) The contents of cultural interpretation dimension which appropriate for
tourism management to Nominate Wat PhraMahathat, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Thailand
as a World Heritage site consisted of 3 main dimensions included: 1) the Buddhist art; is
regarding architectural beauty and intelligence in its craftsmanship, 2) the Buddhist land,;
is concerning the influence on continuation of architecture and propagation of
Theravada Buddhism of Lanka in Thailand, and 3) the Buddhist faith; is concerning the
importance of Wat PhraMahathat,Nakhon Si Thammarat at the heart and soul of the
Buddhist.

For the interpretation tools for cultural interpretation for tourism to nominate
Wat PhraMahathat, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Thailand as a world heritage site dimension, it
offers tools that taking wide variety of user into account by divide the interpretation
tools into 2 main groups; which are local tools and tools presented outside Wat
PhraMahathat, Nakhon Si Thammarat area; making it accessible to all groups. The
interpretation tools focus on the use of graphic design which is the appearance of lines

that are easy to understand, and determining the main color by the design of the color



that reflected from the shadow puppet, which are dark yellow, blue, dark orange,
orange, white, black and other similar colors. Researcher had taken the 3 topics from content
of cultural interpretation dimension as in 1) the Buddhist art ,2) the Buddhist land; and 3) the
Buddhist faith to be the main topic for the presentation and develop interpretation tool that is
appropriate with the main content. Through assigning responsible agency and cultural interpretation
tool to be able to develop a complete interpretation plan for cultural interpretation for
tourism to nominate Wat PhraMahathat, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Thailand as a world
heritage site.

2) Strategic planning for capacity building in tourism management network to
nominate Wat Phramahathat, Nakon Si Thammarat, Thailand asa world heritage
site consists of 4 strategies: 1) Protection and conservation of cultural heritage 2)
Capacity building of tourism personals in the tourism management network 3)
Development of tourism management network and 4) Knowledge management in the
areas of conservation development and tourism management. In addition, The
researchers have developed three programs in capacity building in tourism
management network to nominate Wat Phramahathat, Nakon Si Thammarat, Thailand as
a world heritage site upon the weaknesses from current situation analysis
and requirements of stakeholders. Three capacity building programs are for three groups
of tourism network which are supporting organizations, entrepreneurs and communities.

3) The results of the study the stakeholders opinions about the tourism impact
toward nominating Wat Phramahathat Voramahaviharn, Nakon Si Thammarat province,
Thailand as a World Heritage Site showed both sides of tourism impact. The positive
sides of tourism impact included increasing numbers of tourists, the improvement of
local economic, while there were negative tourism impacted were mentioned such as
the traffic, criminal rate, the pollution, and the increasing of cost of living. The research
survey on tourists’ opinion revealed 4 positive tourism impact as followed being a world
heritage site would increase the number of tourists in the province, add value and recognition
at the international level, motivate the conservation of natural resources, and would make

the provincial tourism standardized. As for the negative tourism impacts in the tourist’s



perspectives were increasing travel expenditure, causing circulation problems of devotees to
the pagoda, lifestyles changing of local people, using more and longer resources for tourism
activities, difficulty to organize tourism activities in the province, and bringing external control
of tourism management into the province.

4) The tourism management operational guideline for nominating World
Heritage Site was produced separated into 3 main parts; introduction to the manual,
tourism management aspects in World Heritage Site, and the tourism management

preparation for nominating World Heritage Site.
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