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Abstract

Project code : RDG5750043

Sub-project title : Tourism Industry Competitiveness Enhancement of Mekong
Ethnic Groups.

Researcher : Assistant Professor Dr. Pornlapas Suwannarat

Project period 1" August — 31" August 2015

Albeit many studies have supported the view that tourism industry generates
income to Thai economy considerably each year, however, it can be seen that the tourism
in Mekong Ethnic Group in the Northeast of Thailand has not yet developed fully compared
to its potential capacity. Relatively little attention has been paid to this issue. Hence, this
study focuses on the competitiveness enhancement of tourism industry of Mekong Ethnic
Groups for tourism development in the region. Four provinces of the Northeast region
including Loei, Nong Khai, Nakhon Phanom, and Mukdahan are the areas of study that have
eight Mekong Ethnic Group: Phuthai, Tai Dam, So, Phuan, Voy, Kaloeng, Saek, and Kha.

Researcher Team, thus, studies the potential sector of tourism industry of the
Mekong Ethnic Groups and the effects of the tourism competitiveness of Mekong Ethnic
Groups on the success of tourism development by collecting data from 3,035 respondents
of tourism industry of Mekong Ethnic Groups. The statistics used for data analysis include
mean, standard deviation, t-test, F-test, (ANOVA and MANOVA), multiple correlation analysis,
and multiple regression analysis. Also, the interviewing from 160 related interviewees has
also been conducted via open coding analysis technique.

The results indicate that Mekong Ethnic Group of Phuthai and Tai Dam are most
capable of housing/homestay business sector, whilst Saek is most notably in its potential
sector of food and beverage business. Souvenir business sector is the most prominent
sector of other Mekong Ethnic Groups. Respondents in tourism industry of Mekong Ethnic
Group agreed with having tourism competitiveness in a moderate level: factor condition;
demand condition; related and supporting industries; firm strategy, structure, and rivalry,
government; and other conditions. They agreed with the success of tourism development in

a high level: employment creation, income enhancement, community participation support,



ethnic culture and identity preservation promotion, and people’s skills and knowledge
augmentation.

Respondents in tourism industry of Mekong Ethnic Group with different ethnic
background agree with having tourism competitiveness differently. Respondents in tourism
industry of Mekong Ethnic Group who have Phuthai ethnic backeround have agreed to have
tourism competitiveness higher than those who have other ethnic background.  Also, the
tourism competitiveness of Mekong Ethnic Groups has positive effect on the success of
tourism development.

Last but not least, recommendation has been arisen from this study to enhance
tourism competitiveness of Mekong Ethnic Groups via the analysis of Tourism Cluster
Development. The development direction and schemes could be classified into three
groups: hotel/homestay business development group, food and beverage business

development group, and souvenir business development group.
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