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Abstract

In 2015, there were huge boat migration waves of Rohingya people who are physically
looked like Bangladesh. They sailed boats to the Andaman Sea in southwestern part of Thailand, targeting
on Ranong and Satul provinces. Some groups of them were arrested and sheltered in Songkla province,
along the border of Thai-Malaysia. Images of these incidences were disseminated via different sources,
such as television and daily newspapers. Consequently, there are debates in Thailand, concerning those

Rohingya migrants.

The migration of Rohingya people reflects political and historical pressures that affect them
to gradually move from homeland and facing risk in the sea. Wherever destination they reach, they are
denied by state authorities. No country wants refugees. Although refugees ask for and refer to human
rights, it doesn’t mean that they would be easily recognized and helped, neither to settle in the destination
country nor repatriate to home land. In case they success on making a living in destination country, they
would be blamed on taking over local people’s occupations. Also, they are excluded in the economic

context and being viewed as people who cause burden to the country.

On moving to new country, the Rohingya refugees have to confront with risk. Migration is
an important decision-making for them, since they have to leave their normal daily practices and attempt

to adapt to new circumstance that they haven’t known before.

This study attempts to examine the Rohingya asylums in ASEAN countries where they seek
for help and reside. Data had been collected based on discussion in field sites, as Rohingya Muslims are
people who share the same religion as the researcher. Empirical data gathered have been rewritten in the
language of the researcher. The researcher finds that there are variety of status and life-styles among the
Rohingya in destination countries. One common issue discovered is that they haven’t been legally
recognized by destination countries. They are still illegal immigrants under the control of UNHCR.
Hundreds of them are still waiting to be settled in third countries. Government of ASEAN countries like
Thailand, Malaysia, and Indonesia needs to carefully rethink and make a better understanding, in order to

solve the problems faced by Rohingya people in the region.
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