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Abstract

The objectives of this research project were: 1) to survey cultural diversity in
Amphoe Phuttamonthon, Nakhon Pathom Province, 2) to strengthen community
participation in developing learning skills for appreciating cultural diversity in children and
youths and 3) to construct knowledge and tools for working on cultures with community
participation in order to develop children and youths’ potentials. In conducting this project
qualitative method were used together with community-based activities including
document review, interviews local participation, group discussions, and the setting up of a
forum for workshop meetings to present and exchange knowledge, and demonstrate
activities for children and youths to learn through experience about cultural diversity. The
participants in this research included local wisdom gurus, teachers, children and youths
numbering 75 in total, as well as the involvement of three local administrations in Amphoe

Phuttamonthon, Nakhon Pathom province.

According to the research results, it was found that: (1) There is cultural diversity in
Amphoe Phuttamonthon which can be divided into 7 types, namely. (i) culture and local
wisdom (ii) local history (iii) traditions (iv) occupations (v) people (vi) religion and beliefs and
(vii) food; (2) In terms of strengthening community participation, it is to develop children
and youths’ learning potentials with respect to cultural diversity. The project has identified
activities for using creative documentary media as a tool to support the learning process by
allowing the community to be a part of the thinking process at every stage of procedure to
the point that they were able to create six documentaries according to their interests and
passion; (3) Knowledge and know-how developed from working towards building an
appreciation of culture with community participation; i) the diversity in the research
location ii) the tools suitable for children and youths’ learning, iii) community involvement
in developing children’s learning skills iv) appropriate qualifications and preparedness of
the children and youths. This research has led to the reinforcement of knowledge and
understanding about cultural diversity such that the children will be able to live their lives
peacefully in the midst of diversity and be able to adapt to new cultural changes based on

equity within the community.
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