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Abstract

This research studied and developed a multicultural-based learning model for
the music subject of the Basic Education Curriculum for prathom 4 (elementary
grade 4) level students by integrating it with the Basic Education Core Curriculum
concepts of multicultural music education. The objectives of this research were to:
(1) construct a learning model on multicultural music education, and (2) to evaluate
students’ musicianship, cultural knowledge and cross-cultural understanding skills as
learning outcomes.

The model was developed and tested with the participation of one hundred
and thirteen students from two schools located in Putthamonthon district of Nakhon
Pathom province during the second semester of the 20 15 academic year. The
experiment consisted of ten class sessions, each lasting fifty minutes. The learning
outcomes of the students in terms of musicianship (performing, singing, listening, and
musical elements) were calculated at 83.0 6 percent, which was greater than the
hypothesized score of 70 percent; and 79.31 percent in terms of cultural knowledge,
which was less than the hypothesized score of 80 percent.

Through informal observation and interviews, the evaluation of cross-cultural
understanding skills revealed that cultural knowledge, if perceived and understood
by students, could lead to improved cross-cultural understanding. In ligsht of the
research results, the author offers a learning model which places an emphasis on
encouraging students to learn about the roots of the music cultures in their
community before learning about other cultures. The author also suggests that
students learn about the culture-specific roles and functions of music so as to be
able to better understand multiple cultures in order to reduce ethnic and cultural

prejudices.

Keywords: cultural diversity, multiculturalism, multicultural music education,

music education, basic education
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