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ABSTRACT

The research of 21 projects on rubber research funded by the Thailand Research Fund in
2015, budget 30.358 million baht. Synthesis of research results to commercialization trends, 14 out

of 21 projects (66.7%), overall budget 21.024 million baht (72.2%), had potential for commercial use.

From 2012 to 2015, the Thailand Research Fund granted 188.388 million baht for 149
researches on rubber. It is worth noting that each consecutive year the amount of rubber research
and budget had growing less and less. Regarding the 2012-2016 National Rubber Research Strategy
that consisted of four main areas, the Developing New and Old Products Strategy received 44.5% of
grant, followed by the Rubber Policy Enhancement Strategy (28.4%), the Developing Technology for
Efficient Production (14.5%) and the Strategy on Export Supporting (12.6%). Interestingly, even the
Developing New and Old Products Strategy received the highest amount of grant, none of research

in Rubber Threads Products and Condom sub-strategies were done.

To help the researchers achieve their projects’ goals, we not only just monitored the projects
closely but organized an intense training session, held community enterprise meeting to review data
and discuss research ideas as well as, in cooperation with the National Research Council of Thailand,
conducted a seminar on the Targeted Research of Rubber Project year 2015. We also established
two conferences to promote the application of the research results in 2014 for commercial use.
Most importantly, we thoroughly evaluated and analyzed possible research factor and confounder,
identified directions, key issues, and brainstormed with experts and stakeholders in this field for

further development of the National Rubber Research Strategy (2017-2021).
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