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Abstract
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The objectives of this research plan were: 1) to propose the guidelines
for tourism development in Chiang Khong Special Economic Zone; 2) to propose
the plan for tourism development in Chiang Khong Special Economic Zone. The
basic data supporting the sub-objectives of this plan were: 1) to examine the
changing contexts regarding economic, social, and culture, and then perform
SWOT analysis towards the tourism in Chiang Khong Special Economic Zone; 2) to
investigate the tourism identity and the guidelines preserving the tourism identity
of Chiang Khong Special Economic Zone; and 3) to develop the model and
tourism routes in Chiang Khong Special Economic Zone. This research employed
quantitative and qualitative methods.

The results showed that, from the local context, Chiang Khong plays the key
role in trading and holds interesting aspects regarding history, ecology, arts, and
culture. The tourism identity for Chiang Khong Special Economic Zone from the
group discussion were classified into nine items was Luang Por Petch, Mekong giant

catfish, Border trade city, SaRaiKai (Kai-Seaweed), Tai Lue Tradition, Wat Phra Kaew,
Wat Luang ChaiSaThan, woven fabric "water flow", Mekong River or Khong's River and
the natural viewpoint of river named two colors (based on the Mekong).

The model and tourism routes for Chiang Khong Special Economic Zone that

supported the tourism identity were 3 models 4 key tourism routes, and the
practical travel program was 2 days 1 night which involved 1) Cultural tourism
model comprised 2 travel routes 1.1) Cultural travel route: Chiang Khong and the

Cultural Diversity and 1.2) Buddhism travel route: The Religious Stream along

? Researchers from Chiang Rai Rajabhat University
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Mekong River; 2) Historical tourism model comprised the Historical travel route:
From Primitive to Novel Identity; and 3) Ecotourism model comprised Eco-
landscape Route: Chiang Khong Ecotourism Route.

The guidelines for tourism development of Chiang Khong Special Economic
Zone were proposed. 1) Improve basic infrastructure system for convenient
accessibility, maintain tidiness and cleanliness of key identity tourism spots, and
install the signs illustrating key identity tourism spots. 2) Promote preservation
and revitalization the way of life and culture of Chiang Khong by campaigning the
activities linking the people’s and community’s ways of life. 3) Empower the
competence of people working in the tourism-related units within the
community. 4) Increase the value of tourism in Chiang Khong. 5) Create
participation and integration between government, private, and local sectors in
developing tourism and public relations. 6) Promote advertising the identity of
tourism spots in Chiang Khong Special Economic Zone. 7) Encourage tourism
entrepreneurs to add more tour programs focusing on key identity tourism spots
in Chiang Khong. These guidelines could lead to formulating the tourism
development plan for Chiang Khong Special Economic Zone with the vision
entitled “Chiang Khong”: The City of Happiness among the Cultures Diversity of
Ethnic Groups along the Mekong River. The strategic issues comprised of three
strategies. Strategy 1: Maintain the cultural identity of Chiang Khong. Strategy 2:
Develop and increase the value of tourism spots illustrating outstanding identity
and develop the tourism market. Strategy 3: Develop human resources
potentiality and social capital in tourism management. These strategies could
lead to the goals that would transform the image of Chiang Khong as a passing-by
city to become a must stop city for leisure time, and this could, therefore,

increase the tourism value and income as well as some tourists in the area.

Key Words: Tourism Development, Border Special Economic Zone, Chiang Khong
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