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Abstract

The aims of the study on “ Strategic Development of Sport Events” were to (1)
investigate the current condition, potentiality, strength, and uniqueness of the sport
events, organized to promote the sport tourism in Thailand, (2) analyze the current
strength, shortcomings, opportunities, and difficulties of the sport events, organized to
promote the sport tourism in Thailand, (3) propose a guideline, through the perspectives
of relevant parties, in developing sport events in order to promote sport tourism in
Thailand, and (4) develop a strategy in organizing sport events to promote sport tourism
in Thailand. Mixed Methods was employed in the study. Qualitative data were collected
through in-depth interview with individuals and groups of participants, together with
participant observation, and focused group interview. Quantitative data were obtained
by using questionnaire tool with tourist group. The findings were as follows:

The strength of the sport event could significantly be found in several kinds of
sports including (1) Muay-Thai boxing, (2) playing golf, (3) road running, i.e. Marathon,
and running for health, (4) playing football, (5) road cycling, (6) traditional sports playing,
i.e. boat racing, and ethnic sports, (7) rafting, (8) mountain biking, (9) rock climbing, (10)
Kayak or Canoes racing, etc. In terms of the potentiality in developing some areas to
become sport tourist destinations, the result showed the highest level (4.56), on the
distinctive characteristics of the sport events which could draw a lot of tourists’
attraction, and the lowest level (2.16), on the accommodation service given to tourists

where healthy food, fitness equipment, and fitness room should be more provided.

The recommendation for creating a guideline in developing sport events, as to
promote sport tourism in Thailand (trough multi-dimensional perspectives), was to
create sport tourism strategy, in adhering with the national strength, that means to put
the emphasis on the amusement of the designed activities, the diverse characteristics of
the terrains, as well as the fundamental planning for the development of the areas, and
the service for tourism. Nevertheless, the sport tourism in Thailand should be mobilized

by active sports (focusing on players) rather than the passive sport (focusing on the



spectators). The consideration should include the strength or the potentiality, as well as
the competitive ability of the areas, which could be in terms of natural resources,
cultural resources, and human resources. The direction of the development should
follow the global trend, which combined different kinds of activities including Muay-Thai
boxing, cycling, triathlon, football, adventure tourism, etc. Those activities were
consistent with the overall uniqueness and the strength of the nation, with the goal to
gear to a ready-to-be destination of the sport events, in the region in the long run. The
developed strategies consisted of (1) the use of the sport events as the tools to develop
the national economy, healthy society, and sustainable conservation of local resources,
(2) the efficient application of sport events based on local resources and the world
standards, (3) the development of personnel to gain more knowledge, and experience
about sport events, (4) the escalation of the nation to be the center of sport events,
designated based on the potentiality of the local resources, as well as the establishment
of the alliance network among ASEAN community. In addition, sport events could be a

tool to build the image of Thailand as one of the sport tourist destinations.
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