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Abstract

Project Code: RDG61T0021
Project Name: The Development of Activities for Sustainable Tourism by Participatory

Approach in Songkla Lagoon

Researcher: Boonrad Boonrasame, Assistant Professor Sujitraporn Jusapalo
Email: su_palo@hotmail.com
Duration: 1 year (from 1 December 2017 to 30 November 2018)

The research titled “ The Study of The Development of Activities for Sustainable
Tourism by Participatory Approach in Songkla Lagoon” has 3 objectives which are 1) to study
sustainable tourism activities; 2) to develop sustainable tourism activities; and 3) to propose
appropriate activities for sustainable tourism in the Songkhla Lagoon area.

This research applies qualitative research methodusing group discussion, brainstorming
and testing activities. GSTC's criteria was utilized to assess sustainable tourism activities
including: 1) sustainable tourism management; 2) increasing ineconomic benefits to the
community; and 3) increasing in benefits to the community, tourists, culture, and reduction in
negative impact, and 4) increasing in benefits to environment and negative impact reduction.
The research revealed that Songkhla Lagoon is a cultural center of the lower south area, in
terms of antiquities, archaeological site, traditional activities and southern unique lifestyle.
The valuable area can be developed and applied to sustainable tourism activities.
The researcher uses the principle of creative tourism as the basis for cultural tourism, but
emphasize that tourists can practice by having a mentor in providing knowledge or teaching.
The researcher developed the readiness of speakers and locations comprising of 11 learning
bases and 3 sustainable tourism programs both in one day-trip and overnight. The result of a
sustainable tourism test complies with the Global Sustainable Tourism Criteria (GSTC Criteria).
It was found that the suitable sustainable tourism activities in the Songkhla Lagoon must be
considered the balance of three dimensions including economic, society and environment
under the process of participation of all sectors to bring about the community prosperity. This
means that tourism is the source of income. It preserves cultural traditions and good lifestyle.
It also protects the environment. People who get benefits from sustainable tourism

development are tourists, tourism attraction owners and entrepreneurs.
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