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Abstract

The objectives of this research project were 1) to analyze and synthesize the
Tourism and Hospitality Industry Research Projects funded between 2017 — 2018, 2) to
monitor and evaluate the Tourism and Hospitality Industry Research Projects for the
year 2018, and 3) to drive the productivity of the Tourism and Hospitality Industry
Research Projects towards the utilization of commercial benefits in the year 2018. Data
were collected from the Tourism and Hospitality Industry Research Projects funded by
National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT) in coordination with Thailand Science
Research and Innovation (TSRI) between the year 2017 and 2018. The research plan
director and sub-project leader including experts appointed by Thailand Science
Research and Innovation (TSRI) provided supporting information about the evaluative
results of research plans funded in the year 2018. This project was a mixed methods
research. Quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive statistics while qualitative
data using content analysis.

The research results revealed that Tourism and Hospitality Industry Research
Projects funded by National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT) in coordination with
Thailand Science Research and Innovation (TSRI) in the year 2018 consisted of 39
research plans, one single project with total allocated budget of 123,492,400 baht. Most
of them were implemented in accordance with the second conceptual framework and
explored and collected data of tourism models and cultural and historical tourism from
the northern and southern regions. The productivity of the research projects mostly
were the guidelines for tourist attraction development, enhancing more knowledge of
using technology and media to support tourism and maximizing tourism-based values.
The research results have had great economic impacts. In this regard, when the analytic
results of 39 Tourism and Hospitality Industry Research Project Plans in the year 2018
were considered, classified by the 9th National Research Policy and Strategy (2017-2021),
most of research plans were in accordance with Strategy 1. Classified by Thai Tourism
Strategy in 2015 — 2017, most of them were in accordance with Strategy 3. Classified by
the 2nd National Tourism Development Plan (2017 - 2021), most of them were in
accordance with Strategies 1 and 4. Likewise, classified by the National Tourism Research

Strategy Plan in 2017 - 2021, most of them were in accordance with Strategy 4.



Furthermore, the analytic results of Tourism and Hospitality Industry Research
Projects in the year 2018 were considered, classified by the 20-Year National Strategy,
most of research projects were in accordance with Strategy 2 regarding Creating
Competitiveness with mission to develop Thailand to become a developed country.
Classified by the 12th National Economic and Social Development Plan (2017-2021),
most of research projects were in accordance with Strategy 3.

In addition, the analytic results of Tourism and Hospitality Industry Research
Projects in the year 2018 were considered, classified by the 20-Year National Strategy,
most of research projects were in accordance with Strategy 2 (29 plans). Classified by
the 12th National Economic and Social Development Plan (2017-2021), most of research
projects were in accordance with Strategy 3(26 plans).

Besides, monitoring and evaluation of Tourism and Hospitality Industry Research
Projects in the year 2018 along with the sub-project 1 were conducted. It was found
that two research plans had the highest outstanding research works. Seven research
plans had the high outstanding research works. The important issue was to produce a
group of young researchers (on average, 3 researchers / project) so that they would get
gain an opportunity to participating in preparing research planning.

In terms of the 2-month, 6-month, and 12-month evaluations in coordination
with Thailand Science Research and Innovation (TSRI), the performance of most of
research projects was at a good level for almost all aspects, including presentation,
acceptation of experts’ suggestions, revisions, progress in conducting research, success
of the research operation to meet the specified plans and objectives.

Finally, the potential of research plans was evaluated by the researchers. The
potential evaluation could lead to truly commercial utilization. Therefore, the
monitoring and evaluation is an important process that leads to reliable research output.
The system design and the model for driving research towards practical implications
were conducted from upstream to downstream. The process to monitor the social and
economic impacts was implemented from utilizing research results for benefits. The
developed model would be applied by the researchers as the guideline in driving the

research output to be truly utilized at the national level and further international arena.
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