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Abstract

This research aims (1) to investigate current situation and production problems of Sunn
Hemp cultivation (2) to analyze costs and benefits of Sunn Hemp cultivation (3) to analyze
and compare the financial and economic feasibility of Sunn Hemp cultivation and its
processing products (4) to study the opinions of organizations and institutions which play role
in the community tourism developing through the area expansion of Sunn Hemp cultivation
for processing product and (5) to examine the famer’s decision on the area expansion of Sunn
Hemp cultivation. The purposive study area is Ramdang Sub-District, Singhanakorn District,
Songkhla Province. Mixed Methods comprising with the in-depth interview and personal
interview. The study results were summarized from synthesis, descriptive statistics,
quantitative analysis with appropriate as well as principle of project analysis rely on the
research objectives and characteristics of data. The main issues of this study consisted to
investigate the policy in supporting the expansion area of Sunn Hemp cultivation, 4 key
informants from 4 relevant organization were in-depth interviewed. To investigate the general
information of Sunn Hemp cultivation and production problems and to assess costs and
benefits of Sunn Hemp cultivation and its products as well as to evaluate economic feasibility,
30 famers who organized Sunn Hemp cultivation in 2019 were personally interviewed.
Moreover, to examine the attitude of the general farmers on the expansion area of Sunn

Hemp cultivation, 302 farmers from the study area were also personally interviewed.

The research result revealed that the almost of Sunn Hemp growers in the study area
are male and their average age is 53.25 years which shown that Sunn Hemp growers are going
to be the aging famers within 10 years. The majority of Sunn Hemp growers are Buddhists and
they are keeping in the married status and live together with their family members. Therefore,
Sunn Hemp cultivation is a family business. An average of a number of family members is 4
person per household. Moreover, almost Sunn Hemp growers got the primary education and
most of them do the rice plantation. A household’s agricultural land average 13.95 rai. Sunn
Hemp growers have average income equals 25,000 baht and their average debt is 170,545

baht.

It was found that Sunn hemp growers have both social and economic limitations in
productivity development. Furthermore, Sunn hemp growers in the study area have faced to

numbers of production problems such as insect pest outbreaks, detraction from community
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cows and lack of source of water. All factors impact to both quantity and quality of Sunn

Hemp products.

From the result of an analysis of costs and benefits of Sunn Hemp plantations, found
that benefits of Sunn Hemp plantation for green manure making is 2,625 baht per rai, while
production cost is 2,330 baht per rai. According to costs and benefits of Sunn Hemp processing
products revealed that Sunn Hemp tea contributed the highest income to a processor, which
is 131,004.68 baht per rai. Sunn Hemp fiber hat provided income to a processor equal
34,404.68 baht per rai. However, Sunn Hemp fiber does not make income to a processor.
Besides, Sunn Hemp flower can be a raw material in Sunn hemp soap and Chinese moon

cake, which provided income to a processor are 12,035 baht and 1,952 baht.

With a result of a survey of the opinions of relevant organization and government
agencies who play important role in community tourism development through the support
of increasing Sunn Hemp planting area for processing products, for example, an agricultural
community developer and a director of the office of agricultural research and development
region 8, it was found that the Sunn Hemp planting area is likely to increase in supporting
community tourism through continuous supports from the government sectors and the local
administrative organizations. Also, there are policies to support the expansion of Sunn Hemp
planting area continuously. In addition, the production problem has been systematically

resolved by the local administrative organization.

According to a project analysis with 12.95 with per cent per year discount rate, the
result showed that Net Present Value (NPV) per rai of Sunn Hemp plantations more than 0,
NPV of Sunn Hemp tea, Sunn Hemp fiber hat and Sunn Hemp raw fiber are 137,997, 76,405
and 174.36 baht per rai, respectively. Similarity, the Benefit Cost Ratio (BCR) of all Sunn Hemp
products have values more than 1. BCR of tea, Sunn Hemp fiber hat and Sunn Hemp raw
fiber counted for 2.34, 5.48 and 1.74, respectively. To consider the Internal Rate of Return (IRR)
of Sunn Hemp products, it was found that all three Sunn Hemp products provided IRR over
12.95%. IRR of Sunn Hemp tea is 148.56%, IRR of Sunn Hemp fiber hat is 656.67% and IRR of
Sunn Hemp raw fiber is 32.49%. Therefore, it can be confirmed that any Sunn Hemp products
such as Sunn Hemp tea, Sunn Hemp fiber hat and Sunn Hemp raw fiber provided good

investment returns.
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