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ABSTRACT

Research Project on
“Poetry as an Intellectual and Spiritual Force in Contemporary Society:

Experiences from Thai, British, American, French and German Literatures”

This research project is designed to prove that in the age of globalization dominated by
muliifarious media poetry as the oldest form of literary expression of mankind can survive and
continue to perform its mission as a pillar of wisdom in contemporary society. The concept of
“inteliectual and spiritual force” is defined as “knowledge and thoughts that lead to a profound
understanding of the world and humanity, and which at the same time may awaken an awareness
conducive to the sustenance of humanity™.

In comparing the expeniences of Thailand with those of 4 Western traditions with long
and strong literary cultures, the researchers intend to demonsizate that literary caltures as
expressed in the form of poetry possess common elements that represent the ethos of the human
spirit which transcends national and linguistic barriers, and that Thai poetry can proudly
participate in the inteliectual and spiritual globalization process.

As for research methods, documentary investigation as well as interviews with poets apd
specialists have been comducted both in Thailand and in the respective Western coumniries.
Anthologies of contemporary poetry of the 5 traditions with comunentaries (and wranslations in
the case of Western poetry) have also been prepared and tested out in a number of institutions of
higher learning in Thailand. Besides a thorough analysis of poetic texts, relevant aspects of
cultural, social and political contexts, along with the literary traditions of the individual countries
have also been taken into consideration. The comparative part of the research comprises studies
of the commonalities of intellectnal and spiritual force, as well as promotional activities in the
respective countries, »

The research results confirm beyond any doubt that contemporary poetry remains an
intetlectual and spiritual force. Contemporary poetry of the various nations under the purview of
the study emphasizes man’s ability to know himself and to observe the world, nature and society
around him with great acumen. Besides, his consciousness of the unity between man and the
world, his ideal and determination to combat base instincts and greed for material gains are
factors that propel contemporary poetry to elevate itself to the level of a voice of conscience,

and in certain coniexis, to that of a morat regeneration. When all is said and done, it must be
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admitted that the aforementioned intellectua! and spiritual forces still remain a potential that is
yet o be tapped by comtemporary society. For these reasons, those conscicus of the value of
poetry have, with great wigour, engaged in all kinds of promotional activities. N

The present research should be in a position to effect a number of constructive impacts.
For examptle, it should create public awareness that literature, éspeciaﬂy poetry, can bring about
intetlectual and spiritual awakening as well as moral regeneration within society. As for creative
artists, exposure to Western experiences should give confidence to Thai poets that their works
are endowed with inteliectual and spiritual intensity comparable to that of other civilized nations.
From a scholarly point of view, a number of conclusions emanating from this research have
significant theoretical implications that can lead to ﬁg’ther development both at the national and
international levels, such as the idea related to the cyclic movement of oral and written
traditions, and the.notions about mainstreamn and periphery in literary history. Moreover, the
analytical pan of the individual research project and the anthology can be of immediate use in
literature courses. In the area of cultural management, data relaied to promotional activities
should serve as an impetus for similar activities especially in the Thai context. In conclusion, it
can be said that the present research has not merely advanced the frontier of knowledge in the
field of literary studies but has also proved the point that academic research can be of practical

use as well,
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